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Abstract

Architectural-archaeological diggings were carried out in the sanctuary called
«Lusavorchi Sar» located in the vicinity of Sos village of Artsakh in 2019 as a result of
which fragments of early medieval memorial monuments as well as traces of other buildings
were discovered (archaeolog V.Saafaryan). The sanctuary is rich in many fragments that
speak of other, yet undiscovered structures. For the purpose of the study, metrical,
documentary, analytical and comparative works of the newly discovered material were carried
out, the historical memorials were observed related to the shrine, the period and the similar
historical-architectural material in the surrounding areas. As a result of the study and
combination of the fragments, the reconstruction drawings of the monumental colossus were
given. The territory of the sanctuary has not been fully explored and may new materials and
explorations may be revealed. It is necessary to study the found materials, to classify them
according to time and typology and to present them to the scientific community in order to
complete the existing database of studies on the cult and historical monuments of Artsakh.

Key words: early medieval colossuses, sanctuary, winged cross, stone colossus, cross
bearer, pillar.

Introduction

The Christian cultural heritage of Artsakh originates from the roots of the history of the
Christian period of Armenians. Early Christian architectural monuments are located in various
regions of the historical territory of Artsakh. Traces of the aforementioned heritage were
found in the vicinity of Sos, Chartar, Berdashen and Machkalashen villages of the historical
Haband province now called Martuni region[1], in Tigranakert [2] and, of course, in Amaras.
The Tomb of Grigoris is the best-preserved evidence of the latter. The newly opened group of
monuments is closely related to Grigoris in terms of historical, chronological and architectural
composition. The place was a shrine-pilgrimage place with a stone anchor placed in the center
as an object of worship (Fig.1). Candles were lit on the anchor for years, as a result of which
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the stone anchor was cracked and divided into two unequal parts. The latter became the
reason for the cleaning works.

Materials and methods

The monument is situated to the north of Sos village of Martuni region on the forest fill
at the altitude of 993 m above sea level. Chartar and Machkalashen villages are located
nearby.

“Aghjkaberd” is located in Berdashen where an early medieval stone crucifix, pillar
head of a monument and other fragments have been preserved [3]. Historically, the region has
been the center of preaching and spreading Christianity. The latter circumstance is confirmed
by the fact that the first Mashtots school in Artsakh was founded in this region. Bishop Makar
Barkhudaryan writes: «Mountain of Lusavorich is raised above the head of my village,
towards the east. Above it there are many fallen stones, house yards and a church ruin.
Traditionally it is told that St. Gregory Lusavorich climbed up to the mountain pray till dawn
while he was preaching and establishing churches. When the disciples brought the body of the
Catholicos St. Grigoris Aghvan from Dorbant to the mountain, the soldiers of the martyred
king, following the officers and soldiers who captured his body came here. However, the
disciples, relying on God and turning to the place where Saint Grigoris prayed, were freed
from the persecutors and then took the body to the Amaras monastery for burial and after fled
to Armenia» [4].

Fig. 1 Stone anchor in the middle of sanctuary as the
object of worship and the floor raised in the east

During the cleaning of the sanctuary, many pottery materials and fragments of lamps,
candlesticks and tiles were found. The discovered stone fragments and their belonging to the
monuments are of great interest to us. It should be first noted that after cleaning the sanctuary,
it was found that the area around the anchor was enclosed irregularly in a quadrangle with
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plan dimensions of 9.7x6.0m (Fig. 2). The three corners of the enclosed area are 97, 86, 103
degrees and the northeast is 65 degrees.
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Fig. 2 Floor plan of the sanctuary. Topography

The enclosed area has approximately east-western orientation on its length.
Archeologist Vardges Safaryan finds that the structure is a Christian church or chapel. But the
opinion remains doubtful [5]. The structure has no basement, the walls are simply built with
stones put on each other and even the walls are built with approximate angles. To the south-
east the floor is arisen by small amount of soil. Entrance edge stones in the western part of
enclosed area were put probably using old angle stones (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3 Entrance in the western part

A section of wall with rough stones passes through the eastern part of the described
area. It has a correct north-south orientation. Details of stone colossus were found in the area,
which suggest that the place was sanctified with cross colossuses and established as a
Christian environment [6]. Among the first finds outside the enclosure is a stone square
anchor. It has a cube-shaped surface where the opposite sides are not equal. The dimensions
of the anchor platform are equal to 49 and 52.5 cm in the floor plan, 42 and 46 cm in the
upper platform, respectively, with a cube height of 44 cm. Three of the facades are sculpted
with simple isosceles crosses (Fig. 4,35, 6).
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Fig. 6 111 facade of the first tetrahedral anchor Fig. 7 IV facade of the first tetrahedral anchor

Fig. 9 Upper platfrm of the first tetrahedral
anchor tetrahedral anchor

The fourth facade is simple (Fig. 7) and probably, it was the unobserved part of
the colossum. The upper surface of the stone becomes octagonal polygon in the floorplan with
uneven sides.
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Fig. 10 Anchor topography

There is a hole with a diameter of 90 mm and a depth of 170 mm (Fig. 8), on the platform
where the pillar stone was placed the purpose of which will be described below.

The anchor-table sides are inclined to the vertical plane (Fig. 10), as in the case of Avan
colossus [7, 8]. From the treatment of the surface of the lower platform of the anchor, it can

be seen that the latter sat on the limestone platform of the main anchor (Fig. 8), which served
as a pedestal for the anchor table [9].

Fig. 11 Tetrahedral pillar, general view

Another detail of the described monument is the tetrahedral pillar (Fig. 11). It was
found in a broken state, but all the parts are there and give an idea of what the monument was
like. The pillar has 30 cm sides at the base of the table and 17 cm sides at the top. The lower

part is tetrahedral. In the middle part, the part becomes octahedral, and in the main part it
becomes tetrahedral again (Fig. 12).



Bulletin Of High Technology N1(25) 2023.-pp. 3-16. ARCHITECTURE AND CONSTRUCTION
M.K. Titanyan

Fig. 13 Chapiter of tetrahedral pillar

The chapiter is decorated with plant motives / bear grapes leaves/ which originate from
Greek-Roman influence [10]. A cavity with a depth of 180 mm and a plan size of 11 cm on
the sides is made inside, where probably the foot of the cross raised on it was placed (Fig. 13,
14). In the lower part of the pillar, at a height of 24.5 cm from the floor, there is a horizontal
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cavity with a diameter of 10.5 cm which descends at an angle of 90° in the longitudinal axis
of the pillar to the surface of the lower platform of the pillar (Fig. 15)
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Fig. 14 Nest of chapiter of tetrahedral pillar

Research results

Collecting the details and pieces we can imagine how the pillar of tetrahedral colossus
was (Fig. 15).
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Fig. 15 General view of anchored tetrahedral pillar, reformation

As a result of excavations another stone detail was found which is very alike the chapiter of
stone colossus described above (Fig. 16, 17)
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Fig. 16 View of chapiter cavity Fig. 17 External view of chapiter

It repeats the composition of found chapiter of tetrahedral colossum with its sizes, slopes and
solutions (Fig.18).
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Fig. 18 Chapiter, topography (floor plans, facades, sections)

The fragment is broken by its central axis but the lower platform has mainly preserved its
primary view (Fig.19). Probably it was sloved with the pillar not by joint piece but by a
node[8].
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Fig. 19 External views of chapiter

It is noticeable that on the sole of chapiter a cross of equal wings and name of Jovanik are
engraved (probably Hovanik) (Fig. 20).

Fig. 20 Name engraved in the edge of the chapiter

As result of diggings in the ancient site other stone fragments were also found which
should be considered as early medieval according to their composition, scale, art of stone
recycling and engravings /crucifix (Fig. 21-22), wing cross stone fragments (Fig. 23-27),
engraved chapiters (Fig. 28-29), wall stones and other fragments/.
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Fig. 23-27 Pieces of winged cross stones
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Fig. 28, 29 Engraved chapiters

Conclusion

Cleaning works were carried out by the permission of the Ministry of Education,
Science, Culture and Sports of the Republic of Artsakh in the sanctuary of Lusavorchi Sar in
the vicinity of the village of Sos, Martuni region in 2019. In the area surrounded by walls of
irregular stones, a stone anchor was found which was an object of worship, had an early
medieval composition and belonged to the mentioned period according to historical traditions
taking into consideration the crosses and stone carvings [11]. The studies of the material show
that there were early medieval colossus in the sanctuary, which confirmed the Christian
belonging of the place. According to the found material, the reconstructed monument
probably had a four-part composition: the ground anchor, the anchor-table, the pillar and the
winged cross (fragments of the latter were found on the spot).

The results of the further archeological and architectural studies planned in the
sanctuary will provide an opportunity to give scientifically and accurate answers about the
history of the region, the development of the early Christian school of architecture and
cultural affiliation.
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LNrUKU3S uneN1Ler ursukuh UNU 43Nkh
«LNkUUYLN/AP UUM» UNAYNT UPPUSETPPS

Shunwuyw U. .
Cniphh ppbfutininghwlwt hwdwuwnpuwt

2019p. Upgwfuh Unu gninh 29wluwjpnid gunuynn «Lnwwynpsh  uwp»  Ynsynn
uppwwnbinhnwd ppwywuwgyt] Gu Swprnwpwwbnw-htwghwnmwlwu hGunwgnuneginiuubn,
npph wpryntupnd h hwjnn o GYGp Jwn dhouwnwpwu  dGdnphw) hnpwpdwuubiph
pGYynpubp, huswbu twl wy o2hunieiniutbph htiwmpbp: Uppwywjpp hwpnwun £ pwgdwphy
pGynpubpny, npnup funund Gu wy, nbnbu  shwjnuwpbpjwd Ywnnygubph Jdwuhpt:
Nwnuuwuhpnipjwtu  hwdwp  ppwlywuwgyty G unpwhwjn  Unyeh  swhwgpwywu,
thwunwgpwywu, Jbpnodwlwu L hwdbdwnwlywu  wofjuwwnwuputp, nhunwpyybp £
uppwywiph htn uwywsd wwwndwlwu hhpwwnwynyeniuutipp, dwdwuwywopowup W
opowyw  nwpwdpubipnd  wnlw  Unyuwudwu  wywwndw-Swpunwpwwbunwlwu  uniep:
PtYnputiph nwnduwuppnipjwtu W hwdwnpniygywu  wpryniupnid npybp Gu Ynpnnwihu
hnpwnpéwuh YGpwywaqdniejwu qdwgptip: Uppwdwiph wwpwdpp nbinbu wdpnnontgjwdp
nunwWuwuppywd sk W Ywpnn £ h hwjn pbipbp unpwunp Unebp b wuwyuywubn:
Uuhpwdbtignn £ nwnwuwuppt quwdén  unebipp, nwuwlwpgb] pun dwdwuwyh L
whwywpwunipjwu, ubpluwjugub] ghnwlwu hwupnpjwup' |pwgubine hwdwp Upgwtup
wwi2unwdnlupwjhu L Ynennwyhu hniywpdwuubiph yGpwpbipjw wnlw
nwuniduwuhpni)niuubiph 2nbEdwpwup:

Pwbtwih pwnbp. Jwn dhouwnwnpwu Ynennubp, uppwywip, plwdnp fuws,
pwpwynenn, fuwswlwy, Ynpennh funjul:

HEJABHO OBHAPYKEHHBIE CTEJIbI U3
CBATUIULIA «JIYCABOPYU CAP» APIHAXCKOI'O CEJIA COC

Turanan ML.K.

L ywunckuii mexnono2uyeckull yHugepcumem

B 2019 r. B cBarunumie «JlycaBopuuu capy /«Iopa [IpocBeTuTens»/, pacronoKeHHOM B
OKpPECTHOCTSIX apuaxckoro cena Coc, ObUIM IPOBEJEHBI ApXUTEKTYPHO-apXEOJIOrHNYECKUE
HCCIIEZIOBAHUs, B PE3yJIbTaTe KOTOPBIX ObUTH 0OHApY>KEHBI (pparMeHTHl paHHECPEAHEBEKOBBIX
MEMOpHATbHBIX TAMITHUKOB, a TakXke Cleabl Jpyrux mnocTpoek. CBAThHS Oorara
MHOTOYHCIICHHBIMU (parMeHTaMHu, KOTOpble CBHJETEIbCTBYIOT O JpYIHX, €IIe He
0oOHapyXeHHBIX coopyxkeHusx. C 1enpl0 M3ydeHHs] HEJaBHO OOHAPY)KEHHOTO Marepuasa
ObLIH IMPOBCACHBI MCTPOJIOTUYCCKHUC, JOKYMCHTAJIbHEBIC, AHAJIUTUYCCKUC u
COMOCTaBUTENIbHBIE PA0OTHI, PACCMOTPEHBI HCTOPUYECKUE YIOMUHAHUS, CBS3aHHBIE CO
CBATBHIHEH, MEPUOJ U aHAJOTHYHBII UCTOPUKO-apXUTEKTYPHBIA MaTepual, UMEIOUIUIics Ha
MpWIEraloux TeppuUTopusix. B pesynbTare nM3ydeHHss U COBMEIIECHUS (parMeHTOB ObLIU
AaHbl YCPTCIKU PCKOHCTPYKIIMHU MOHYMCHTAJIbHOTO IMaMATHHKA. TCppI/ITOpI/Iﬂ CBATHUIIMIIA CIIIC
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MOJIHOCTBIO HE HCCIEOBaHa W TaM MOTyT ObITh OOHAapy>XeHbl HOBBIE MaTepuajbl U

cropripu3bl. Heobxoammo u3y4nTh HalJCHHBIE MaTepHalbl, KIACCU(UIMPOBATH HUX TIO

BPpEMCHU U  TUIIOJIOTrMHU, MNpPCACTABUTb HAYYHOMY COO6H.I€CTBy, YTOOBI  ITOIOJIHUTD
COKpPOBHIIIHULLY I/ICCJ'IC,Z[OBaHI/Iﬁ KYJBbTOBBIX © MOHYMCHTAJIbHBIX TAMATHHUKOB Apuaxa.

Knrouegvie cnosa: paHHECPETHEBEKOBBIC MAMATHHUKH, CBITWIMILEG, KPBLIATHIA KPECT,
cTela, MOJHOKUE KPEeCTa, KAIUTENb CTEIIbI.
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