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Abstract

The peculiarities of energy-saving technologies for the cultivation of slope soils are analyzed
and advantages of the technology of minimum tillage are substantiated in the article.

It is suggested to apply new and perspective technologies and combined machines of mechanical
cultivation of new generation for minimal cultivation of slope soils which are apt to fulfill several
technological functions during one operation during which the soil erosion will be reduced, the
amount of precipitation accumulated in soil will increase, the evaporation of humidity and energy
costs will be reduced.
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Introduction

Along with the growth of the number of farms, the demand for equipment meeting the given
climatic conditions is increasing both in the Republic of Armenia and in the Republic of Artsakh
(especially for cultivation of slopes). The tractor fleet is outdated and does not meet the latest agro-
technological requirements for land cultivation and the transition to new technologies is impossible
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without the use of appropriate technical means. It has been practically proven that the best
technologies for the cultivation of some crops in mountainous conditions (cereals, potatoes, sugar
beets, corn, etc) are of minimal cultivation preventing soil erosion, increasing the amount of
accumulated precipitation, reducing moisture, increasing productivity and reducing energy costs [1, 2,
5].

It should be noted that improper use of minimal equipment in areas with high humidity and low
humidity leads to negative results. It is equally important to optimize the soil density on the site for
growing individual crops using a precise minimum cultivation technique. Thus, in the conditions of
Armenia in the cultivation of grain crops, only the use of minimum and zero soil technology in arid
zones of mountain agriculture has been clarified. At a soil density of 0,9 — 1,1g/cm’ zero tillage is
carried out and at a density of 1,1g/cm’-1.3g/cm’ - minimal tillage [1].

For the minimum cultivation of slopes, cutters, cultivators, chisel cultivators and disc cutters
with various working bodies are used the optimization of the operating and geometric parameters of
which will allow us to design more energy-saving and high-tech technical means.

During the soil cultivation with existing plows and rakes, a so-called hardened furrow is formed
which prevents the penetration of atmospheric precipitation, as well as the evaporation of excess
moisture from the soil. This leads to soil erosion on the slopes and to wet “slabs” on the plain. The
listed negative phenomena lead to land degradation in huge areas of territories [2, 9].

This implies the development of advanced technologies for mechanical soil cultivation and a
new generation of combined machines capable of simultaneously performing several technological
processes during which erosion and soil hardening are reduced.

Research and methods

The traditional technology of growing major crops has put agriculture in a strict circle,
conventional sowing is a rather “expensive pleasure”. The constant rise in prices for equipment, fuel,
fertilizers and plant protection products makes it necessary to maintain the economic efficiency of
crop production and completely different agricultural measures are needed. The main issue is that the
soil is deprived of plant residues, it becomes poorer, and therefore, new expenses are required for the
restoration of the soil with nutrients. The solution to this problem is the use of energy-saving
technologies, the most important values of which are: increasing the efficiency of agriculture,
ensuring the ecology of production, sowing in a short time with minimal costs, increasing yields,
saving fuel and weed control occurs simultaneously with sowing, the system of air-water circulation
of the soil is improved and the absence of a cycle connects the natural mechanism of soil self-
restoring and it becomes a closed ecosystem.

It is important that a person can grow crops with nature and not against it; it is necessary that
plants, roots, seedlings and other useful organisms work as the best cultivators in order to restore the
former “strength” of the soil [3, 10, 11]. Some output materials are needed to switch to a new
technology for growing crops, to know the type of soil, density, texture, level of erosion and
composition of groundwater, to test tillage tools and discover their capabilities.

The next requirement for work is the timely execution of technological processes. Particular
attention should be paid to the timely implementation of soil sowing after previous harvesting which
allows first to do it efficiently with minimal energy consumption at the same time and the use of post-
harvest “fertility” of the soil, second, to preserve the unused moisture of the previous harvest for
future crops and third, to prevent the spread of weeds. It is important to remember that after the
previous harvest an increase of fermentation period from 1-2 days to two weeks leads to a loss of 7 ¢/
ha of grain [4, 5, §].
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The next main issue is the role of plant residues. They protect the soil from erosion by absorbing
the impact of the raindrops preventing the decomposition of soil particles. Plant residues also reduce
soil compaction, clog soil pores and increase infiltration and rapid crop growth while protecting
against rain and wind and reducing evaporation. The concept of stubble burning is excluded which
leads to the destruction of valuable organic substances causing significant damage to soil life [10, 11].
The next important issue in crop rotation is the sequence of crops and the right choice of amount
not forgetting about the presence of the fallow. With the correct crop rotation with the use of energy
efficient tillage technology, the yield increases by at least 10% [4, 5].

Results and analysis

Energy-saving land cultivation technologies include mainly soil-free, minimal and zero tillage.
Minimal soil tillage allows solving serious problems:

- preventing water and wind erosion,

- accumulation of nutrient water in the soil,

- strengthening the processes of restoring fertility and at the same time saving energy costs,

- a strong fertile soil layer formation,

- the soil is approaching its natural state,

- collecting at metrical depth and retaining 10-20% more moisture,

- fuel savings by 40-50%.

This tillage technology depends on its density, it is used in soils with density up to 1.3 g/cm”.
In case of zero tillage, the land is not cultivated at all. It is only sowed in rows with a large width and
a yield is harvested. In many parts of the world today, zero tillage is known as the N,-Till system [12].
The positive aspects of zero land cultivation are:

- exclusion of tillage with harrows,

- prevention of soil erosion, fuel saving,

- increase of moisture accumulation.

In case of using this method of soil cultivation, it is necessary to apply the crop rotation strictly.
It is desirable to cultivate the soil in case of density above 1.3 g/cm3. N,-Till system is an economical
model of crop production based on zero tillage technology. In case of modern agricultural production,
80% of the crop depends on nature. In case of N,-Till system, the impact of the weather on crop yields
has been reduced to 20%, with the remaining 80% falling on agricultural management technologies.

It should be remembered that the transition to minimal technology begins with the harvesting
process during which the stubble residues are evenly distributed on the field which provides:

- moisture retention,

- drought protection of the soil,

- protection of crops from weeds,

- prevention of soil erosion,

- the opportunity to giving up land cultivation.

Currently, 100 million hectares of land are cultivated in different countries of the world using
N,-till technology which is gradually growing. This technology is spreading in the CIC countries at a
rate of 1 million ha per year [6, 7].

Conclusion

1. The best tillage technology is minimal tillage which prevents soil erosion, increases the amount
of precipitation accumulated in it, reduces moisture evaporation, increases fertility and reduces
energy costs.
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2. The use of minimal soil cultivation solves serious problems: prevents water-wind erosion,

ensures the accumulation of nutrient water in the soil, strengthens the processes of restoring
fertility and at the same time saves energy costs, a strong fertile soil layer is formed, the soil
approaches its natural state, 10-20% more moisture is collected and stored and fuel economy is
40-50%.
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LULRGrh <N1h UCTULU UL ELGMGULU3N SEluLNLNGhULENE B4
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M.U. Snuwybwjw’, MN.3nt. Fwuwywpywi?, U.N. Snuwybnjui’, L.U. Gphgnpjut?
'Cuywuwth wqquyhti wgnwpuwiht hwdwuwpw
2Cniphp plputininghwywt hwdwuwpwi

<nnywoénd  Ywuwpwd L ojwuobph hnnh dowydwu Eubpqwiutwinn  wnbfuuninghwubiph
wnwuduwhwwnynyeniuubpph JbGpndnginiu b ujwquagnyu dowldwu  wnbuninghwip
wnwybnieyniuutiph hhduwynpnd:

Ltnuwjhtu wwjdwuubipnud jwugbiph hnnph ujwquagnyu dowldwu hwdwp wnwownpyynid L
Yhpwnb| hnnh dGuwuplwlwu dowydwu unp, hGnwulwpwihtu nbjuuninghwubp W unp ubpunp
Yndphtwgywd dbpbuwubp, npnup punniuwy |hubu dGYy pupwgph dwdwuwy Ywwmwpbnt dh pwup
nbluuninghwlwu gnpdpupwgutip, nph pupwgpnd Yujwgh hnnh Epnghwtu U wunwgnudp,
Ywybwuw npwund Ynunwyws wnbnnudubiph pwuwlu, Yujwgh funuwynipjwu gninp2hwgnidp,
Ypwpdpwuw pbipphnegyniup b Yujwgh Eubipgudwtuubpn:

Pwbwip  pwnbp. Jowlwpnyu, |wuy, uUJwqwagnyu  dowynwd,  Eubpqujuuwinn,
Eutipqwdwtuutip, thfuphy:

HEPI'OCBEPET'AIOIIMUE TEXHOJIOTHX 1 OCOBEHHOCTH
OBPABOTKMH ITIOYBbI HA CKIIOHAX

II.A. Tonanersn', IL¥O. Facnapsmz, A.IL Touanersn', K.A. l“plzlropsm2
'Hayuonansnwuii aepapuwiii ynusepcumem Apmenuu
’[IIywunckuii mexnono2uueckuti yHusepcumen

B crartbe mpoaHaNM3UPOBaHBI OCOOEHHOCTH DJHEProcOEperaronux TEXHOJIOTHH 00paboTKH
MOYBBI Ha CKIIOHAX, 000CHOBAHBI MPEHMYILECTBA TEXHOJIOTUH MUHUMAIILHOW 00Pa0OTKH.

Jns MUHHMadbHOH OOpaOOTKM TOYBBI Ha CKJIOHAaX B TOPHBIX YCIOBHAX, MpEIIaraercs
MMPUMCHUTH HOBBIC TMCPCICKTUBHELIC TEXHOJIOTUHU MEXaHUYECKOU 06pa6OTKI/I IIOYBbI n
KOM6I/IHI/IpOBaHHI:Ie MalllMHbBI HOBOI'O ITOKOJICHHUA, CHOCO6HBI€ BBIITOJIHATD 3a OJUH MPOXOJ HECCKOJIBKO
TEXHOJIOTUYCCKUX onepaum‘/'l, B XOJC€ KOTOPBLIX CHHWXACTCA YIINIOTHCHHUC W J5pPO3UsAd IIOYBEI,
YBCIUYMUBACTCA KOJIMYCCTBO HAKOIIJICHHBIX B Heu 0CaJKOB, YMCHBIIACTCA MCIIAPpCHUC BJIATH,
TIOBBIIIAETCS TUIOAOPOANE M CHUKAIOTCS DHEPTO3aTPaThl.
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Knwouesvlte  cnosa:  KynbTypHBIE  pAcTeHHUs, CKJIOH, MHHAMaibHas  00paboTKa,
SHeprocOeperaroInii, SHepro3arparsl, (pesa.
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